ABSTRACT . The new combination Toxicoscordion venenosum (S. Watson) Rydberg var. gramineum (Rydberg) Brasher (Melanthiaceae) is made to accommodate this taxon in this genus at the rank of variety for the Southern Rocky Mountain Interactive Flora (SRMIF) project. Recent chromosome and DNA sequence data support segregation of Toxicoscordion Rydberg from Zigadenus Michaux s.l.
Distribution and habitat. Geographic distributions of the two varieties are as follows (USDA, 2009 Habitats of the two varieties differ. Variety gramineum inhabits inland grasslands and open pine woods from 500 to 1300 m (Schwartz, 2002) , whereas variety venenosum occurs in coastal areas and welldrained grasslands from 0 to 2500 m.
Discussion. Toxicoscordion has been used in Colorado by Weber and Wittmann (1992, 2001 ) as one segregate genus removed from the broadly circumscribed genus Zigadenus Michaux s.l. The splitting of Zigadenus s.l. has been supported by chromosome number and DNA sequence data (Zomlefer et al., 2001; Zomlefer & Judd, 2002; Zomlefer, 2003) .
It seems best to recognize variety gramineum at varietal rank in Toxicoscordion venenosum rather than species rank following Reveal (1977) , Dorn (2001) , and Schwartz (2002) . This recognizes the similarity of variety gramineum to typical T. venenosum over its similarity to other species in the genus. A key to varieties adapted from Schwartz (2002) and Reveal (1977) Peck (1941) was not validly published, lacking reference to the publication of the basionym, but was later validated in Hitchcock (1969) .
